
 

FAQs 

Q: How do I find out how my student is doing in an 
Honors class? 
 
A: Sign up for Parent Portal to view student progress,  
and contact teachers on a regular basis by e-mail for 
updates on how things are going. 
 
Q: Can my student participate in athletics, performing  
arts and other activities while being enrolled in Honors 
classes? 
 
A: YES! Most of the Honors, AP and IB students at VHS  
are involved in other activities on campus including 
sports, band, drama, choir, ASB, clubs and more. 
Most students report that being involved actually 
improves their time management skills. Work with 
your student on organizational skills and study habits, 
and provide a quiet and supportive study 
environment at home. 
 
Q: Is it better for my student to get an “A” in a college 
prep classes or a “B” in Honors classes? 
 
A: Colleges and universities expect to see that all 
applicants take the most rigorous course offerings 
available at the student’s high school (yes, they 
know what each school offers). 
 

• The average acceptance rate of IB students into 
university/college is 22 percentage points higher 
than the average acceptance rate of the total 
population. 
 

• The acceptance rate of IB students into Ivy 
League institutions (Princeton, Yale, Brown, 
Harvard, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, 
University of Pennsylvania) is between 3 and 13 
percentage points higher compared to the total 
population acceptance rate. 
 

 
 
 

Did you know... 
 
• Vista High School was the first public high school 

west of the Mississippi River to offer an IB 
Diploma Program?  

 
• Vista High School was 1 of 5 schools selected 

in the entire world in 2008 to pilot the IB Dance 
program?  

 
• Vista High School is one of the very few high 

schools in San Diego County to offer IB 
Business and Management? 
  

• Vista High School offers the capstone IB 
course, Theory of Knowledge (TOK) in the 
evenings to accommodate athletes and other IB 
Diploma Candidates who have impacted 
schedules during the regular day? 
 

• Vista High School administers over 1,000 IB 
and AP Exams each year?  

 
• Vista High School graduates in the past few 

years have been admitted to universities such as 

Harvard, Stanford,  Duke, UCLA, CAL Berkeley, 

the University of Chicago, and Cornell.  
 
• Vista High School graduates earned over $2 

million in scholarships last year?  
 
• Vista High School offers one of the only year-

long Character Education classes for public 
high school students in the nation? Ask 
around about the VHS Character Leaders 
program!  

 
 
 

 
 
760.726.5611 ext. 71708 

 

         michaelpink@vistausd.org 
 

 
www.vistahonors.wordpress.com 
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Honors IB AP 

 
• The Honors Program refers to a series of 

classes in which advanced or highly 
motivated students may choose to enroll.   
These are more rigorous and fast-paced 
than college-prep classes.  

 
• Honors classes typically refer to classes 

students take in 9th and 10th grades to 
develop the skills, study habits and   
background knowledge necessary for the 
most advanced courses within the Honors 
Program.  

 
• The most advanced courses of the Honors 

Program are college level courses taken   
primarily during the 11th and 12th grade 
years. These courses are called Advanced 
Placement (AP) and International   
Baccalaureate (IB). Each of these courses 
has an external examination that students   
may register for and take each May. 
Successfully passing these exams may result 
in students earning college credit while still   
in high school. All courses within the Honors 
Program will provide a “bump-up” in   
the GPA of VHS students. This is how 
students earn over a 4.0 GPA.  

 
• VHS offers over 40 different courses in the 

Honors Program each school year. These 
courses are offered in math, science,   
English, history, psychology, economics, art, 
music, dance, theatre, and foreign languages 
(Spanish, French & German).  

 
• The VHS’ Honors Coordinator can answer all 

your questions. See contact info on back.  

 
• IB  stands  for  International  Baccalaureate.  
 
• The IB Program is an international program 

recognized throughout the world. The IB   
program was originally designed for the 
children of diplomats so that there could be 
consistency and validity to their children’s 
education throughout the world.  

 
• The IB Program is ideal for the inquisitive 

student who is motivated and wants an 
extra academic challenge while in high 
school.  

 
• The IB Program has two main components 

at Vista High School: The Diploma Program 
and the Certificate Program.  

 
• Successful completion of the IB Diploma 

will result in students being awarded an   
actual IB Diploma in addition to their VUSD 
diploma. These students wear a special cap   
and gown during the VHS Graduation 
ceremony. These students take 6 external IB 
Examinations, take the capstone course of   
Theory of Knowledge (TOK), complete a 
major research project named the Extended   
Essay (EE) on any topic students choose, 
and complete “Community, Action and 
Service” (CAS).  

 
• For students who prefer to earn IB 

Certificates in subject areas that they are   
strong in, or are passionate about, students 
may pick and choose which IB classes and 
examinations that they will take.   
Successfully passing each exam will result 
in a certificate award.  

 
• AP  stands  for  Advanced  Placement.  
 
• Advanced Placement is part of the College 

Board, which is the organization that also 
administers the SAT.  

 
• Unlike IB, which is designed to be an 

integrated program, AP is designed to be a   
series of single course entities. A student 
can register for and take any AP Exam   
without having taken the course first - 
although this is not usually recommended. 
This is not true with IB.  

 
• AP Exams are typically made up of 

multiple choice response and essay   
questions, whereas IB Exams never have 
multiple choice questions and are always 
written (even in math).  

 

    In their 
own words...  

Fr      From An Actual VHS Honors Program Senior 

 
 “As a full IB Diploma Candidate, I have experienced 
the full workload of an IB schedule, and it has been 
the best preparation for college. I now feel that 
whatever college I attend, I will be prepared and 
have the best chance to succeed. Because the IB 
schedule mandates a full workload, I now feel that I 
will be successful in my college courses no matter 
how difficult they may be. I also feel that I am better 
prepared for a career after college, because I have 
learned to work independently and not to rely on 
anyone for my success...” 

 
For more visit: vistahonors.wordpress.com 

 


